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The inhabitants of Wadi Nejran call themselves Shiya'ees;
by the Nej deans they are stigmatized -with the comprehensive
denomination of "Keffar" or infidels. Bedaa', once out of
Wannabee hearing, made no secret of his own sect and that of
his countrymen. Like the natives of Hasa and 'Oman, they
belong to the great Carmathian school, akin to the Persian, and
subdivided into Biadeeyah, Druses, Ismaileeyah, and many more.
No other Carmathian colony exists to my knowledge in Western
Arabia. Wadi Nejran is the only abiding memorial of the
outbreak in the third century of Islam. The route by Wadi
Dowasir and Seley'yel is much frequented by the merchants of
Yemen on their way to Nejed; it is tolerably direct, and avoids
the mountain passes and intolerance of Djebel 'Aaseer.

For the well-known route leading through Wadi Haneefah to
the north of Aflaj, and passing through Shakra', and thence
south of Toweyk to Mecca, I heard its marches and halts re-
peatedly detailed by the many who had travelled it in either
direction. Their account corresponded very exactly with what
appears in the German map published in Gotha, 1835*, after the
researches of Niebuhr, Ehrenberg, and Eiippell. This is the
high road of Central Arabia. At Shakra' goes off a cross-cut to
'Oneyzah and Kaseein.

From Kiad north there is only one ordinary track, the same
by which we ourselves arrived; but at Zulphah it undergoes a
triple division, leading to Kaseem on the west, to Djebel Shomer
on the north-west, and to Zobeyr on the north-east. Eastward
from Eiad there is only one frequented road from the centre to
the circumference; we shall soon follow it. Hence it appears
that Nejed proper has four lines of communication with the
outlands and coast, corresponding in some degree with the four
points of the compass, and having all at some part of their course
to traverse a strip of desert, though the two which He south-
west and west have less sand to encounter than the others. The
path we had trod in coming hither was precisely the longest,
the most difficult, and the least frequented, and for these very
reasons the safest and best for us.                             .

To the south of Wadi Dowasir and to the east of Nejran lies
the Great Desert. It extends also from beyond the last lines of
Yemamah and Hareek. untracked and untrodden, an impassable